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Bareilly in the United Provinces; and the output of Indian
resin, which amounted to nearly 3,000 tons in 1916, may be
expected to increase largely in the near future. There are also
excellent prospects before the development of the paper industry.
The consumption of paper and of pasteboard in India amounts
roughly to about 75,000 tons per annum, of which at present
India herself supplies about one-third. Forest areas contain
enormous supplies of bamboos and elephant grass which could
be utilised for the manufacture of the 50,000 tons of paper and
paste boards which India now imports annually. But before
the forest industries of India can be established upon a
sound basis there is need of expert investigation upon a
more extensive scale than has hitherto been possible. At
present research and experimental work in connection with the
forests of India are carried on by the Forest Research Institute
at Dehra Dun. The. Industrial Commission decided that the
existing equipment was insufficient to meet the calls made
upon it. and they recommend measures which would supply
a satisfactory link between the work of the laboratory experts
and the development of successful commercial undertakings.
In addition to stimulating the development of forest indus-
tries, the war has profoundly affected the normal activities of
the Forest Department, which has taken an important share
in supplying materials for war purposes. Large quantities of
sleepers have been supplied by the Provincial Departments to
the Munitions Board and to the Railways for war purposes.
From the forests of Burma, for example, no less than 115,000
tons of timber has been furnished for military purposes.
Large Army indents for baled hay have also been successfully
met. Tanning barks have been supplied to the Military
Department in -considerable quantities, in connection with the
growing tanning industry of India.
Among the natural resources of which the potential develop-
ments have but lately been realised in India, must be mentioned
the fisheries.    As yet, no attempt has been made to  organise
and    control   them   by   the   Central
is eries.              Government: but certain of the Pro-
vinces   are   devoting  increasing  attention   to   the   question
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